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CHIEF HAROLD BRUNELLE OF THE

HYANNIS FIRE DEPARTMENT

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, the
Hyannis Fire Department recently
honored Harold S. Brunelle of Hyannis
by appointing him as Fire Chief. This
honor is a well-deserved tribute to
Chief Brunelle, his 26-year career with
the Department, and his commitment
to the community of Hyannis.

Chief Brunelle was chosen after na-
tion-wide competition for the position
of Fire Chief, and he was selected
unanimously for the position in a field
of 34 applicants.

Chief Brunelle joined the Hyannis
Department in 1972 as a Junior Fire-
fighter and rose through the ranks be-
cause of his great ability and dedica-
tion. His selection as Fire Chief dem-
onstrates the town’s confidence in Mr.
Brunelle and their faith in his able
service and leadership to the residents
of the community.

Hyannis and Massachusetts are proud
of Harold Brunelle’s appointment as
Fire Chief. I congratulate him on this
distinction, and I look forward to
working closely with him in the years
ahead.

I ask unanimous consent that the an-
nouncement of Chief Brunelle’s selec-
tion by the Board of Commissioners of
the Hyannis Fire District and an arti-
cle from the Barnstable Register on
Chief Brunelle’s selection may be
printed in the RECORD.
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TRIBUTE TO BONNIE SUE COOPER

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize a tremendous indi-
vidual who exemplifies citizenship,
character, and service to humanity,
Missouri State Representative Bonnie
Sue Cooper.

On December 5, 1997, Missouri State
Representative Bonnie Sue Cooper fin-
ished her tenure as the National Chair-
woman of the American Legislative
Exchange Council (ALEC). Representa-
tive Cooper accomplished a great deal
during her tenure as Chairwoman of
ALEC. She succeeded in strengthening
ALEC’s policy-making operations. She
also heightened ALEC’s profile among
both legislators and the private sector.
ALEC thanked Representative Cooper
for her hard work by choosing her as
the 1997 recipient of the Thomas Jeffer-
son Freedom Award. The gratitude be-
stowed on Representative Cooper for
her excellent service and commitment
to principle is reflected in the award.
Previous recipients of this prestigious
award include former President Ronald
Reagan.

While Representative Cooper’s tenure
as Chairwoman of ALEC has ended, her
legacy to this important organization
of State Legislators lives on. It is an
honor to commend Representative Coo-
per for her service to the American
Legislative Exchange Council.

CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH
WEEK

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize Children’s Mental
Health Week which will be held the
week of May 4–10. ‘‘Putting Our Voices
Together For Children’’ is the theme of
1998’s Children’s Mental Health Week.
The Missouri Department of Mental
Health and the Missouri Statewide
Parent Advisory Network will serve as
co-sponsors of the week; these organi-
zations were instrumental in the estab-
lishment of the first ever Children’s
Mental Health Week in 1992.

Children throughout the United
States have been diagnosed with emo-
tional and behavioral disorders. And
yet, some estimate that only one third
of the children are able to receive prop-
er treatment and care. The reason for
Children’s Mental Health Week is to
provide our communities with addi-
tional information and understanding
of these disorders. The week serves to
help spread valuable information that
will ultimately aid our children and
our future.

During Children’s Mental Health
Week, green ribbons will be circulated
throughout cities to spread the mes-
sage of support for our children. Nu-
merous events will be hosted to honor
Children’s Mental Health Week, as well
as a two day conference for the spread
of further information on children with
mental health problems. The week will
conclude with an awards ceremony to
thank those who make a difference in
working for children with emotional
and behavioral disorders.

I would like to thank all the diligent
workers who have dedicated their time
and energy to help the children who
suffer from mental disorders. My best
wishes of support and gratitude are ex-
tended to the organizers of Children’s
Mental Health Week.
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THANKING AILEEN ADAMS FOR
HER SERVICE AS DIRECTOR OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
OFFICE FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, this year
we have had to say farewell to Aileen
Adams as she leaves the post of Direc-
tor of Department of Justice Office for
Victims of Crime (OVC) and returns to
California. Three years ago, Aileen was
appointed by the President and con-
firmed by the Senate. During her time
in Washington, I worked with Aileen
and OVC on a number of matters and
came to know Aileen as a dedicated ad-
vocate for crime victims. Her vision
and dedication have been extraor-
dinary. Aileen will be sincerely missed,
although her legacy will benefit vic-
tims of crime for years to come.

Before coming to the Department of
Justice, Aileen had served as the legal
counsel for the Rape Treatment Center
at Santa Monica Hospital for 10 years.
In that position, Aileen demonstrated
her leadership and innovation with the
creation of Stuart House, an inter-

agency center for sexually-abused chil-
dren.

As Director of OVC, Aileen focused
on assisting local and state crime vic-
tim programs around the country and
improving crime victims services in
the federal system. Aileen’s leadership
has helped over two million crime vic-
tims across the country and around the
globe. In just this past year, OVC has
administered over $528 million and sup-
ported more than 2,500 victim assist-
ance programs.

Aileen’s dedication has impacted
rural areas such as Vermont. She has
helped sharpen the focus on rural crime
and domestic violence and supported a
rural crime initiative which will study
and enhance services available to rural
crime victims.

Among the victim assistance pro-
grams pioneered by Aileen was the es-
tablishment of the National Victim As-
sistance Academy last year. This Acad-
emy provides training on victims’
rights and services and draws upon ex-
pertise of professionals ranging from
law enforcement officers to rape crises
counselors. Over 200 victim advocates
and professionals have graduated from
the Academy and have taken their
skills back to their communities,
where they continue outreach work for
the benefit of victims.

Under her leadership, a group of
international experts joined to draft a
manual to implement the United Na-
tions Declaration of Basic Principles of
Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse
of Power. Among other things, this
manual is a step toward ensuring that
crime victims are treated fairly and
that they are assisted throughout the
globe.

I had the opportunity to work with
Aileen and the many dedicated mem-
bers of her staff on a number of mat-
ters over the last few years. In the
aftermath of the bombing of the
Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma
City, Aileen and OVC were among
those immediately on the scene to pro-
vide assistance to the victims. To-
gether we have found ways to extend
and expand that victims assistance
over time and to enact legislation to
allow victims and their families great-
er opportunity to attend and observe
the trials of those charged in connec-
tion with that horrendous crime.

We worked together on the Victims
of Terrorism Act that I added to the
bill passed by the Senate in June 1995,
in the wake of the Oklahoma City
bombing, to improve our law recogniz-
ing the rights and needs of victims of
crime. We also worked on the Justice
for Victims of Terrorism Act that was
enacted in April 1996. We were able to
make funds available through supple-
mental grants to the States to assist
and compensate victims of terrorism
and mass violence, which incidents
might otherwise have overwhelmed the
resources of Oklahoma’s crime victims
compensation program or its victims
assistance services. We also filled a gap
in our law for residents of the United
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